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I. Introduction 

The McConaughy House was built during the period 

of December 21, 1886 to the first months of 1887 by 

John McConaughy and his son, James. It was intended 

as a family dwellin•;r. It is a two-story builc".ing, approxi-

mately 30'9" x 43-1/2', of frame construction, with tongue 

and groove type siding. Presently the house is divided 

into eight rental units and has been since 1936. The 

Post Office address is, and has always been, 1569 Union 

Street. The legal description of the property is Lots 1 

and 2, Block 23, Middletown. 

To establish the construction dates of the house, 

the following sources offer substantiation: 

(1) An article in The Golden Era magazine, April 

1887, page 252, "The Building of San Diego", under the 

section titled Middletown, in listing all of the current 
/,, 

construction states "John McConaughey (sic), two story 

residence and other improvements, Union and Beach (sic), 

$3,500." (The error in street name is found in several 

other sources, also); 

(2) The City Directory for 1887-88 lists James 

I1cConaughy, of Craven, McConaughy & Wightman as living 

at 1569 Union St. None of the HcConaughys ar-e listed 

in previous directories at any address, and they are at 

a different address in the 1889-90 Directory. 
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(3) John McConaughy held legal title to the land 

at this time, having purchased it from Reed, Daley and 

Gassen December 21, 1886. 

(4 ). A water connection, #1760, comple-ted on 19 

February.1U87 for the house at Union & Cedar, described 
'-·· 

' ;_7 

as Lots 1 and 2, Block 23, Middletown; owner, John 

McConaughy. 

(5) The house appears on the Sanborn Fire Map of 

1888 as a layover. This is due to the structural changes 

made in 1889 for use as a hospital. The barn appears on 

the original page. See Appendix C. 

Site designation is being requested by Kent B. Casady, 

e·t al. , . who now hold legal title to the property. Proposed 

plans for the house include restoration and use as office 

facilities. 

The property in question was part of the very early 

tract called Middletown. Only a few months after William 

Heath Davis and Andrew B. Gray started New Town, Middle-

town was granted on May 27, 1850 by Alcalde Joshua H. Bean 

to Oliver s. Witherby, Nilliam H. Emory, Cave J. Couts, 

Thomas w. Sutherland, Atkins S. Wright, Agostin Haraszthy, 

Jose Maria Estudillo, Juan Ban.dini, Charles P. Noell and 

Henry Clayton. By the mid 1()80s, the gentle slopes and 

magnificent views of this locality were attracting many 

people who were making substantial improvements on the 

property. · 
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The.particular property in question passed out of 

the hands of the above group, and by tbe 1870s belonged 

to J. L. Rowe and Oliver Nason Sanford of San Diego. Sanford 

was a civil engineer in San Diego for many years, working 

in the City Engineer's office. On September 3, 1B75, they 

sold the land to John Bensley, who "in turn d9eded it to B. 

G. Chandos on October 22, 1875. By January 24, 1880, Marion 

L. J. ~icD. Bensley was the legal owner, and by August 5, 

1881, she is listed as the owner under the name of"Marian 

L. de 1'aren te. 

On June 24, 1886, Mrs. Tarente sold the property to 

D. c. Reed, T. J. Daley and A. G. Gassen. David C. Reed 

was Mayor of San Diego in 1897-98. Thomas J. Daley and 

Adolph Gustav Gassen together with. Reed, were heavily 

identified with early San Diego real estate ventures. Both 

Reed and Gassen were responsible for the building of large 

business blocks downtown. These m0n held on to the property 

for only a short time before selling to John McConaughy. 

The house is located in an area that still is rich in 

the architectural heritage of the 1880s and '90s, and" indeed 

there have been other restorations done there. By restoring 

such structures as McConaughy House, ne\'1 life is breathed 

into an area that has otherwise been allowed to become old 

looking and not desirable as a place to live or work. The 

old homes could brighten up the landscape nnd offer a pleasant 

relief to the many less imaginative structures in the area. 

The building, upon restoration, will also serve a useful 
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.purpose, ·both from the private and public standpoint . 

• 
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II. Historical Investigation 
Of 

McConaughy House 
by Wayne Fabert 

The McConaughy house was constructed by John McConaughy 

and his son, James during the spring of 1887. John had been 

living in San Diego for some years by.this time, and James 

had arrived just the previous year. 

When Jcihn arrived in San Diego he at first purchased 

some land near town with the intention·of going into ranch-

ing here. He soon gave this up for other activities. However, 

on December 21, 1886, he purchased from Thomas J. Daley and 

Adolph G. Gassen, lots 1. and 2 of Block 23 in Uiddletown for 

$3,000. Sometime after this, construction began on the house. 

John McConaughy was born 16 January 1809 of an old line 

New England family, whose record begins with Patrick McConaughy 

and his twin brother, William, born in 1774. He was the second 

of twelve children born to his parents. On January 20, 1881 

John married Susan Hendel. They later moved to California 

and took up ranching 'in the Scott Valley of Siskiyou County. 

They were the parents of eight children and James was their 

fifth child .. Susan died at the ranch in 1875. 1 

John· McConaughy introduced the cultivation of alfalfa 

hay in Siskiyou County and his son, James, with the help 

of a crew of Chinese workers, built the irrigation ditch to 

irrigate their extensive alfalfa field. John was one of the 

1Biography Files, Arnold, San Diego Historical Society 
Library and Manuscripts Collection. 
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first settlers in Scott Valley, arriving there in the latter 

,part of the 1850s. 

In the early 1880s John sold his Scott Valley ranch 

after operating it for about 25 years and moved to San Diego 

where he established the first regular combination passenger 

and freight lines in San Diego County, operating between 

San Diego and Julian with four-horse passenger stages and 

six-horse freight wagons. His son Charles .F. McConaughy 

f h . d . 2 was one o ~s r~vers. 

In 1886 John'.s son, James and family moved from Marys-

ville, California to San Diego and James assisted his father 

in the operation of the transportation company. The office 

was at 864 Sixth Street, just south of E Street, in the 

office of the real estate firm of Arnold, Jef£ery & Mouser, 

established by Cyrus Mills Arnold in 1869. 3 

James McConaughy was born January 18, 1842. He married 

Marie Josephine Cesbron on January 6,,1875. She was born 

in New Orleans and died in San Diego on October 1, 1891. 

They lived in Marysville, California during the latter part 

of the 1870s and until 1886 when they moved to San Diego. 

In Marysville, James was manager of the Western Union Tele-

graph Company's office. James and Marie became the parents 

of three children. Marie Elizabeth was born in 1875, and 

left San Diego with her two brothers in 1900. She worked 

for many years as a bookkeeper in Seattle. George Edward 

"Eddie", was born in 1877. He went to work for Pacific 
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Telephone & Telegraph Co., first in San Francisco, and 

later Seattle. Charles William, born in 1878 was an 

engineer and worked' in the San Francisco Bay Area for 

many years. 4 

In 187.6 John I. Sabin, later President of the Pacific 

Telephone Company brought six telephones from the Philadelphia 
' . 

Centennial to San Francisco and gave two of them to his 

brother-in-law, Louis I. Glass, later Vice President and 

General Manager of the Pacific Telephone Company. When 

passing through Marysville on his way 'to Grass Valley (where 

Glass was a telegraph operator), Glass left one of the 

telephones with James McConaughy, telegraph operator at 

Marysville, and Glass and McConaughy agreed to try to operate 

the two telephones between the two towns, a distance of about 

35 miles. 5 

They hooked them up on the Harysville-Grass Valley 

telegraph circuit. The hook-up prove,d to be an interesting 

plaything and by boosting the battery power on the lead with 

the then universally used blue-stone crow-foot batteries, 

they succeeded in talking to one another, and quite satis-

factorily. Theirs were the first long distance telephone 

conversations in California .and probably the first in the 

West. 6 

James ~1cConaughy served in the Civil War, and as a 

result became a member of Heintzelman Post, Grand 2\rmy of 

4rbid. I p. 52b. 
5rbid. 
6 rbid. 
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the Republic. The San Diego Union of June 22, 1890 notes 

of his son Eddie, "In recognition of his services in the 

drummer boy part of the "Spy of Atlanta" the Women's Relief 

Corps on Friday presented him with a rifle suitably engraved, 

'To Eddie from Women's Relief Corp, Heintzelman Post, G.A.R., 

June 13, l89o.•• 7 

On February 13, 1888, John McConaughy deeded his property 

and house at Union and Cedar streets to Arthur c. Keating 

for the consideration of $9,500. It is assumed that John 

then moved with James and family to their new address at 

1871 State Street. However, it was just over a year later 

on November 3, 1889 that John died here in San Diego. Then 

on October 1, 1891, James lost his wife. James continued in 

the real estate business in San Diego until his death in 1920. 

At this point, McConaughy House enters perhaps its most 

interesting period. In 1888, the house became part of the 

possessions of the vert extensive Keating family. Arthur c. 

Keating was retired by the time he came with his wife to San 

Diego. He had been a business man as had his brother, George 

.J. Keating. It is certain that Arthur never lived in McConaughy 

House, and considering his affluence, it is not likely that he 

would have wanted to live there. The entire Keating family 

was wealthy, and they had a definite influence on the little 

city by the Silver Gate. Arthur only owned the property for 

a matter of months when he sold it for $9,000 to Fanny L. 

Keating. Fanny was married to Arthur's brother, George J. 

7san Diego Unio~, June 22, 1890, 8:5. 
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Keating, and had only been widowed recently with the death 

of her husband on June 28, 1888. 

It is at this point that the influence of George J. 

Keating was felt by McConaughy House. George was the most 

affluent of. his family, and fortunately was extremely bene-

volent. He was born January 7, 1840 in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia to William Henry and Eliza Walford (Forbes) Keating. 

·He was the second of 18 children. He was a college-educated 

man, and having a desire to enter the business world, came to 

the United States. For a time, he worked on a large farm 

near Peoria, Illinois. 8 

By 1855, George had established himself with a Mr. Smith 

in the agricultural implement business on a small scale in 

Kansas City. Through intelligent management,' the business 

grew within the· space of twenty years to one of the largest, 

if not the largest agricultural· implement company in the 

world. Mr. Keating's business capabilities were superb. He 

was energetic, honest and frugal and conservative in business 

when in doubt, but bold and daring when convinced of success. 

He investe.d his surplus capital in real estate, in Kansas City, 

which grew in value until he had amassed a fortune of more 

than $2 Million. 9 

In 1886, on account of sickness, he came to San Diego 

and invested quite heavily in city and other property. After 

8An Illustrated History of Southern California (Chicago: 
The Lewis Publishing Co., 1890), pp. 265-66. 

9rbid. 
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a time, he regained his health in part, but finally fell 

victim to his long illness and died here. 

George J. Keating had married his second wife, Fanny 

Leticia ,Woodward in 1882, and it was she who accompanied 

him to San Diego. Together, they had planned many bene

volences to be given to the city and citizens of San Diego. 

It would have seemed that Mr. Keating's untimely death might 

have put an end to those plans, but it did not. Mrs. Keating 

was determined to carry out all of her husband's plans and 

benevolences. 10 

It was noted that at one christmas time in San Diego 

he gave a large number of.needy families an order for 

provisions to the amount.of $5 each; at another time 

gladdened the hearts of those in prison with a present of 

$2 each; on another occasion he presented every boot-black 

and newsboy in Kansas City with a new suit of clothes. 

One of the major beneficiaries of Mr. Keating's good 

will was the Paris of St. Paul, the Episcopal Church, of 

which he and his >vife were members. It is within the con-

text of the activities of this church that our story continues. 

As early as September of 1887 a group of people petitioned 

the Board of Trustees of ·san Diego for a lease on some land 

just inside the City Park, for the purpose of establishing 

a hospital. The group, consisting of George J. Keating, 

Daniel Cleveland, George Puterbaugh, Mrs .. Hampton L. Story, 

Mrs,. Jesse Gillmore, and !1rs. R. H. Dalton, were connected 

with the parish of St. Paul. This group was going to raise 

10 Ibid. 
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money for the building of the hospital at that location; 

However, although the Board was ready to approve such an 

arrangement, Mayor aunsacker vetoed it by saying that the 

B d h d ' I t bl ' l d ' ll oar a no r~g1 to grant pu ~c an s to pr~vate concerns. 

At this point the officers of what was to be called the 

Hospital of the Good Samaritans began looking for alternatives. 

Their newly elected president, George J. Keating worked tire-
' 

. lessly· on their behalf. Donations of useful tiems began 

coming· in for the future hospital from citizens of San Diego, 

who said that there was not another city in the state the 

size of San Diego that did not have a good hospita1.
12 

Following Ge~rge J. Keating's death, the hospital still 

had nowhere to locate and Fanny L. Keating decided that she 

would offer the house at Union and Cedar sb:-ee·ts as a temporary 

building for the purpose. In February of 1C89 the officers 

of the hospital decided to go ahead and open up in McConaughy 

House. More pleas for goods and servi~es were answered and 

the operation was well under way. 

The hospital was to serve three classes of patients. 

First there would be the private cases of physicians, who 

would pay for hospital care, room and board. Then there 

would be those who are able to pay the hospital fees but 

unable to pay a physician. Finally, they would also handle 

charity cases. By April of 1889, the house had been "Tho

roughly remodeled, and a number of changes made, including 

11san Diego Union, Sept. 21, 1887, 3:4 

12rbid, Sept. 27, 1887, 3:5 
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plumbing". They were now ready to receive their patients. 

Thanks for the financial aid was given to George W. Marston, 

J. D. Raymond, Mrs.· H. H. Bancroft, Misses Woodward, ~Irs. 

H. L. Story, Mrs. Timken, Judge Puterbaugh, Mrs. Keating, 

·.Mrs. Stough, the daily papers, and many firms anu others. 13 

In September of 1890, Fanny L. Keating gave the house to 

the hospital office:.·s, and it was closed for repairs and an 

enlargement consisting of wards. However, the operation was 

not running ·as smoothly as projected, and due to financial 

difficulties the hospital was still not open in December. 

By that time it was said that "The accommodations have been 

totally inadequate to carry on a hospital profitably". 14 

It is not certain how much longer the hospital operated 

as the newspaper did not. report much activity· concerning it 

until 1895. By.this time, curiously, it was not being 

referred to as the Good Samaritan ~· indicating that the 

idea of its use must have changed to a certain degree. It 

was now being run more as a half-way house or rehabilitation 

center. Also there were other efforts by this time, govern

mental as well as private, that were probably fulfilling the 

need for hospitals. At some point the house and property 

' 15 
were returned to Fanny L. ·Keating. 

On March 1, 1904, Fanny gave the house and property to 

the Parish of St. Paul, who held it for the next two years, 

selling it to George H. Crippen for $47,500. At this point 

13rbid, March 8, 1889, 2:1 

14 rbid., Dec. 5, 1890, 8:5 

15Ibid., March 10, 1895, 8:1 
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the house began a tour of duty with different members and 

aspects of the Crippen family. Not much is known of different 

members of this family except what can be inferred from the 

city directories. Many times they were listed without any 

occupations. When occupations are given, they all pertain 

to investments or banking, so it can probably be said that 

the Crippens had money, that they invested in real estate, 

and .that the p:cc·perty was bought as a speculation or simply 

for rental purposes. On April 6, i907, the property passed 

from George H. Crippen to the George H. Crippen Investment 

Co. In 1926 it went from the latter to Crippen Bros., Inc., 

and from them to John H. Crippen· in 1928. 

The Crippens lost the house to the Bank of America 

during the depression, and from probably the·year of 1936, 

the house has been used as multi-family dwelling. The present 

owners, Domingo R. and Evangeline Quintero and Kent B. and 

Janed Casady, continue to use the structure in this manner. 

It will be noted that the interior arrangement of the build

ing now is probably as it was changed for the use as a 

hospital. It is the desire of these owners that the house 

be restored and up-graded as the many years as a rental unit 

have left their mark. Although the building is structurally 

sound and the foundation is solid,because of extensive 

deferred maintenance, a large amount of interior work will 

be necessary to bring the house back to its early appearance. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

Framing is a two story balloon frame wood system,, considered 
the newest and best at the time this house was constructed. As it 
turns out, it is still the common and accepted method of construc
tion for ~his size building. Floor, roof, wall framing and foundations 
are consistent with today's standards. Roofing is now asphalt shingles 
and a small flat area of cap sheet. Exterior wall covering is wood. 
siding and interior is plaster over wood stripping. Windows are the 
original double hung type. Plumbing was added to the house some
time after its ~riginal construction; exposed on the exterior. This 
will be modified in the remodeling effort. The electrical is also 
below today's standards and will be redone. 

THE INTERIOR 

The interiors have no particular unique features in construction or 
aesthetics that would warrant notice, except as are reflected on the 
.exteriors, such as the windows and exterior doors. There are approxi
mat ely 1200 S. F. on the first floot' and 1 000 S. F. on the second. 

THE EXTERIOR · 

The style is a pleasantly simple and elegantly detailed Victorian piece. 
A small amount of the detail on the original building has been stripped 
off over the years and can be reappl\ed during q,e remodel\ng. Simple 
restraint in the original modest design, faithful attention to proper de
tailing and pleasing proportions recommend this building for preservation. 
It is a good example of a modest version of the style of the times. It is 
supported by the existing similar streetscape -- a community of these 
similar houses still exist in nearly original condition. The scale of the 
building is an important aesthetic' and historic feature of the building. 
The detailing, wood siding, window and door proportions, the general 
massing, the bays and porch all contribute to the scale. For example, 
if this building were stuccoed over and the windows changed to a modern 
type, the scale would be seriously affected for the worse. The scale of 
the existing building is proper far its style and canbe maintained in the 
remade ling. 
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Appendix C 

Abbreviated Chain of Title 

Grantee 

John Bensley (from J, L. Rowe & 
0. N. Sanford) 

B. G. Chandos 

Marian L. J. McD. Bensley 

Marian L. de Tarente 

D.C. Reed, T.J. Daley, A.a. Gassen 

John :11cConaughy 

Arthur C. Keating 

Fanny L. Keating 

Good Samaritan Hospital 

Parish of St. Paul 

G. H. Crippen 

George H. Crippen· Investment Co. 

C!ippen Bros., Inc. 

John H. & Geneva c. Crippen 

Trustee's Deed to Bank of America 

Edward A. & Rachel J, Hicks 

Rachel J. Hicks 

Estate of Rachel J. Hicks to Mary Malvido 

Crown Investment Group 

Domingo R. and Evangeline Quintero 

and Kent B. and Janed Casady 

22 

Date of Instrument 

9 - 3 - 1875 
10 .- 22 - 1875 
1 - 24 - 1880 

8 - 5 - 1881 
7 - 24 - 1886 
12 - 21 - 1886 

2 - 13 - 1888 
11 - 30 - 1888 
9-18-1890 
3- 3 -'1904 
3 - 23 - 1907 
4 - 9 - 1907 
12 - 27- 1926 
2 - 14 - 1928 
3 - 26 - 1936 

.1 - 31 - 1936 
1936 11 .. 6 

8 - 19 -
10 - 29 - 1971 

12 .. 13 - 1973 
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Barn 
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House 
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\ 

From: Sanborn Fire Map, 1888 (updated to 1904) 

Microfilm copy at Junipero Serra Museum, 

San Diego Ilistorical Society Library and 

~Manuscripts Collection. 
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